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IPM Wrapup Symposium on Tap 


This will serve as a final reminder of the 
IPM Program’s Research Symposium, to be held 
April 15-19, at the Grove Park Inn in Asheville, 
NC. Information packages and preregistration 
materials were sent out during the past few 
weeks. A tentative agenda appeared in the last 
issue of PM News. That agenda has now been 
finalized. Preregistration forms are still avail- 
able from the IPM Program office, 2500 Shreve- 
port Highway, Pineville, LA 71360 (phone 
318/473-7250). Scheduled guest speakers and 
moderators include individuals from the Forest 
Service’s Washington Office Research staff, 
Southern, Southeastern, and Northeastern Sta- 
tions, and Southern Region; Cooperative Exten- 
sion Service; Cooperative State Research Service; 
Clemson University and the University of Flori- 
da; and Union Camp Corporation. All indica- 
tions point to a good turnout. We hope you'll 
join us. 


Washington Office Briefed 
on SPBDSS 


Investigators from Texas A&M met in Dora- 
ville, GA, with Washington Office FPM Director 
Jim Stewart and Assistant Director Ken 
Knauer, representatives from FPM staffs in 
Atlanta, Doraville, and Alexandria, and the IPM 
Program management team for a briefing on 
the Southern Pine Beetle Decision Support Sys- 
tem. The purpose of the gathering was to 1) 
familiarize the WO Staff with the system and 
its potential for handling forest protection prob- 
lems, 2) obtain feedback on ways to more effec- 
tively present the system to potential users, and 
3) determine FPM’s interest in using the system 
at the National and regional levels. 

Following a hands-on demonstration and dis- 
cussion, Bob Coulson and Tom Payne were en- 
couraged to submit a proposal for further evalu- 
ation of the SPBDSS and some options for 


maintaining and updating the system beyond 
the life of the IPM Program. This proposal will 
be submitted to the FPM Staff in Atlanta 
through the Pyggram. Following review -and 
evaluation, the proposal will be forwarded to 
the Washington Office for consideration: if this 
is consistent with the Southern: Regional: Foi or- 
ester’s priorities and needs. - 
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Investment Program Gets 
New Look 


A new edition of the Forestry Investment 
Analysis Program, called QUICK-SILVER, has 
been made available on the IBM Personal 
Computer for financial analysis of investments 
in forestry and forestry practices. The original 
APPLE version of the FIAP proved to be a 
very popular and useful software tool for forest 
managers. The new QUICK-SILVER is a user- 
friendly, interactive computer program capable 
of very sophisticated analyses that greatly ex- 
pand the potential of the earlier model. 

QUICK-SILVER can be used to analyze the 
financial consequences of such things as thin- 
ning options, pest control treatments, inter- 
mediate stand treatments, type conversion, tim- 
ber leases, and harvesting decisions. It was de- 
signed to be flexible and easy to use, and will 
run on most microcomputers using the MS-DOS 
operating system. 

QUICK-SILVER was developed by J. Michael 
Vasievich of the Southeastern Forest Experiment 
Station and is being distributed by FORS, the 
nonprofit Forest Resources Systems Institute. 
Inquiries about this new technology may be 
directed to Dr. Vasievich at the Southeastern 
Center for Forest Economics Research, P.O. Box 
12254, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709 (phone 
919/541-4221) or to FORS, Courtview Towers, 
Suite 24, 201 N. Pine St., Florence, AL 35630 
(phone 205/767-0250). 
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Wilderness SPB Plan Aired 


Forest Service officials recently announced 
plans for SPB control in five newly-established 
wilderness study areas on the National Forests 
in Texas. The areas include Big Slough on the 
Davy Crockett National Forest, Little Lake 
Creek on the Sam Houston, Indian Mounds on 
the Sabine, and Turkey Hill and Upland Island, 
both on the Angelina. All five have shown re- 
cent SPB activity. 

Texas National Forests supervisor Mike Lan- 
nan said that plans have been made to monitor, 
and if necessary, control, SPB outbreaks in 
these areas to prevent infestations from spread- 
ing to timberlands beyond their boundaries. As 
far as is possible, infestations will be ‘‘con- 
tained” within wilderness boundaries, but each 
SPB spot will be individually evaluated and a 
determination made as to whether control should 
be implemented based on numbers of trees and 
neighboring tracts affected or threatened. No 
control is planned on small spots involving 
fewer than 10 trees, although they will be 
monitored. However, spots on wilderness boun- 
daries or adjacent to nesting areas of the red- 
cockaded woodpecker (an endangered species) 
will be controlled, Lannan noted. 

During 1984, the five new wilderness areas 
had 89 individual infestations, with one on the 
Little Lake Creek area reported to be relatively 
large. In view of the Four Notch experience in 
1983-84, where 3,000 acres (more than 50 per- 
cent of the area) were devastated by the beetle, 
Lannan said the National Forests in Texas 
would take no chances by delaying needed con- 
trols. 


Mason Cited for Leadership Role 


Garland N. Mason, who recently transferred 
to the Northeastern Forest Experiment Station, 
has been formally recognized by the Southern 
Station for outstanding leadership and accomp- 
lishment while serving as Research Coordinator 
for the IPM Program. 

In presenting Mason with a Certificate of 
Merit and cash award, Program Manager Bob 
Thatcher praised his exceptional performance in 
the areas of planning, coordination, reporting, 
and technology transfer during his tenure with 
IPM. Particularly noted were his efforts in de- 
veloping and transferring SPB hazard rating 
and prediction systems to users and pest man- 
agement specialists, and in assuming leadership 
in training workshops, symposia, and publica- 


tions promoting technology developed through 
the Program. Thatcher also acknowledged 
Mason’s very high standing within the southern 
forestry community. 

Mason is now serving as Project Leader, Sil- 
vicultural Options for the Gypsy Moth, Morgan- 
town, WV. Thanks, Garland, for a job well 
done! 


LSU Hosts Forestry Symposium 


The 37th Annual Louisiana State University 
Forestry Symposium is scheduled for March 26- 
27 at the Capitol House Hotel in Baton Rouge. 
The theme of the symposium is “Insects and 
Diseases in Southern Forests.” Several IPM- 
sponsored investigators and cooperators are 
among the many scheduled speakers. 

The meeting opens on March 26 with an in- 
dustry panel discussion of how insects and di- 
seases impact on forest industries. Technical 
sessions devoted to specific forest pests and 
future pest problems follow. Registration fee is 
$50. For more information, contact Dr. Richard 
Goyer, Department of Entomology, 540 Life Sci- 
ence Building, Louisiana State University, Baton 
Rouge, LA 70803; phone 504/388-1364. 


Attractant Test and Demo 
Planned in ’85 


Wayne Berisford, Lou Kudon, and Tom Payne 
met with Harvey Toko, Ken Swain, Dave Drum- 
mond, Jim Smith, and the IPM Program man- 
agement team in Doraville, GA, on January 10, 
1985, to discuss plans for a pilot test and field 
demonstration of the SPB attractant tactic dur- 
ing the 1985 field season. R-8 Forest Pest Man- 
agement and the IPM Program will collaborate 
in supporting this work. 

The attractant will be used to disrupt southern 
pine beetle spot growth in infestations with 
20-70 actively infested trees. Federal and State 
pest management specialists will assist re- 
searchers from Texas A&M and the University 
of Georgia in locating, selecting, treating, and 
monitoring spots. Approximately 20 infestations 
will be treated and monitored for up to 60 days. 
Spot treatment will begin in April and, if satis- 
factory infestations are available, spots will be 
used in Texas/Louisiana and Georgia/South 
Carolina/ Alabama areas. 

An applications protocol will be developed by 
the university investigators and revised as field 
results warrant. A “how-to” handbook detailing 
the method will be published after field season 
results are in. 


Kisatchie Outlines 
Beetle Strategy 


On the heels of its announced plans for 
Texas, the Forest Service’s Southern Region has 
approved southern pine beetle control 
for the Kisatchie National Forest in Louisiana. 
According to the Forest Supervisor, the primary 
objective on wilderness areas will be to contain 
infestations within the wilderness boundaries 


and to exercise controls only where necessary 


to protect other public and private lands and 
wildlife habitat. Infestations containing 10 or 
fewer trees will be left untreated but will be 
continuously monitored to ensure that they don’t 
increase in size and activity. The Kisatchie Na- 
tional Forest Supervisor said that the Kisatchie 
Hills Wilderness will be monitored by aircraft 
and ground observers to detect infestations 
early. 

Control methods covered in the Kisatchie plan 
include 1) felling and removing infested 
trees, and establishment of a buffer strip to dis- 
rupt expansion of the infestations; 2) cut-and- 
leave; ae eee a acing infested trees, 
followed by spraying with insecticides. Forest 
Service efforts to elicit bids for helicopter sal- 
vage operations have been unsuccessful so far. 
Current plans are to mount an intensive cut- 
and-leave operation in the wilderness area. 
Normal salvage operations will be pursued in 
other nonwilderness areas of the Forest. 


Texas Cooperator Honored 


Charles (Boo) Walker of the Texas Forest 
Service, an IPM co-investigator associated with 
Ron Billings in the East Texas Demonstration 
Project, has received the 1984 Forestry Leader- 
ship Award of the Texas Society of American 
Foresters at its annual meeting. Walker was 
cited for his leadership in the Texas chapter 
and in professional forestry in the State. He 
served as vice-chairman of the TSAF last year 
and will be its chairman for 1985. He is cur- 
rently district forester in Livingston. ae 
lations, Boo! 


Alabama Reports Annosus 
Survey Results 


The uncertain impact of mortality caused by 
annosus root rot in thinned pine plantations 
has been of concern to foresters for many years. 
The results of a 1983-1984 survey by the Ala- 





Page yO eens 
e Sada iis loss 2a pea es in a all 





ee Re cc ate elias Aton nery, AL _ 
Ua meee 


maisened 


The Texas Forest Service (TFS), in behalf of 
ERE AG Oi ae ee 





SPB is Big News in Louisiana! 


“The Forest Landowner,’ newsletter of the 
Louisiana Forestry Association’s Third Forest 
Program, has devoted its December 1984 issue 
to southern pine beetle (SPB) identification, di- 
rect control, and prevention. This is in anticipa- 
tion of a widespread southern pine beetle out- 
break in Louisiana in 1985. The article includes 
a diagram of symptoms associated with various 
stages of SPB-attacked trees and recommenda- 
tions on what to do to prevent or control infes- 
tations. The newsletter is published to inform 
private forest landowners in the State of issues 
and programs that affect them. Inquiries about 
the program and newsletter may be directed to: 
Third Forest, P.O. Drawer 5067, Alexandria, LA 
71301. 


Saunders Joins Penn State 
Faculty 


Mike Saunders, who has been associated with 
Dr. Robert N. Coulson at Texas A&M in the 
development of the IPM Decision Support Sys- 
tem over the past 2 years, has been appointed 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Ento- 
mology, Pennsylvania State University, effective 
February 1. In his new post, Mike will be in- 
volved in integrated pest management studies 
of grape insects and will be headquartered at 
the University’s Erie research station. A Vir- 
ginia native, Mike did his undergraduate work 
at Duke University and received his M.S. from 
Old Dominion University. He was awarded a 
Ph.D. in entomology from the University of 
Georgia. The IPM Program is very appreciative 
of Mike’s efforts with the DSS, and wishes him 
well in his new position. 


South Carolina SPB 
Outbreak Subsides 


A status report from the South Carolina For- 
estry Commission reveals that the State’s SPB 
outbreak that started in August 1982 has sub- 
sided and the 19 counties in the outbreak area 
relegated to endemic status. Low levels of beetle 
activity are anticipated in South Carolina dur- 
ing the next 2 years. 

The report states that SPB-killed timber 
amounted to 30.4 million board feet of sawtimber 


and almost 64,000 cords of pulpwood, 53 percent 
of which was salvaged due to prompt action 
and industry cooperation. The value to land- 
owners exceeded $1.2 million. A month-by-month 
salvage summary is given. 


Sawmill Demo Guidelines Issued 


A recent release from the South Carolina 
Forestry Commission describes its operational 
procedures for conducting portable sawmill 
demonstrations in the Sand Hills and Coastal 
Plain regions in the State during FY 1985. The 
mill is scheduled to operate primarily in the 25- 
county region which has historically had great- 
est SPB activity, but it will also be available 
outside this area for lease demonstrations and 
public showings such as fairs. The Commission 
plans news releases and radio spots publicizing 
the sawmill demonstrations in cooperation with 
project foresters and county extension leaders. 
Printed fact sheets describing the project will 
be mailed out as soon as they are completed. 
For more information, PM News readers should 
contact Mike Remion, South Carolina Forestry 
Commission, P.O. Box 21707, Columbia, SC 
29221; phone 803/758-2661. 


Texas Report Cites Continuing 
SPB Threat 


A yearend status report issued by the East 
Texas Demonstration Project indicates that pri- 
vate and industrial ownerships suffered consid- 
erable SPB loss in 1984 and the National For- 
ests in Texas suffered their worst year in history. 
The infestation zone reportedly covered most of 
the southern half of East Texas, with the heaviest 
activity concentrated in Walker and San Jacinto 
counties. Indications are that the outbreak will 
continue in 1985. 


The Texas report also noted than an unusual 
number of sizeable SPB spots occurred in young, 
unthinned pine plantations. Under normal circum- 
stances, high levels of attack in young stands 
would be considered unusual. It does, however, 
illustrate that young, fully stocked pine planta- 
tions can quickly reach a high density, competi- 
tive condition and become susceptible to SPB 
attack, particularly under high population levels. 








SPB Activity Increasing 


The area affected by the South’s recent south- 
3 beetle outbreak continues to expand. 





District, DeSoto National Forest in 


: 


and personnel from the National Peres Super. 
visor’s Office in Jackson to determine the status 
of SPB activity in this area. [Contributed by 


Chet Karpinski of Clemson University, who 
has worked with Don Ham and Roy Hedden on 
several IPM-sponsored projects, has left the 
University to take a position with Business 

Inc. of Greenville, SC. 

Chet joined the Department of Forestry at 
Clemson in the summer of 1981 and was a 
major contributor to the IPM work in the South 
Carolina project. In his new post, he will have 
technical writing responsibility for documents 
BSI is a computer software company specializ- 
ing in products for cable TV and utility busi- 


Don Ham put it: “Chet was a tremendous 
to our projects and is already greatly 


has joined the project and will be working 
closely with him and Frank Tainter. Best of 
luck to both Chet and Steve! 
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